Dr. B. Donta Truss

Dr. B. Donta Truss is a transformative higher education executive, strategist, and
community-builder who currently serves as Vice President at Grand Valley State
University, where he leads Enroliment Development & College Futures. With a portfolio
spanning admissions, financial aid, student success, TRIO programs, pathways
development, institutional partnerships, and innovative learning models, he is widely
regarded as one of the nation’s leading architects of holistic, lifelong education systems.

A builder of pipelines that connect middle school, high school, college, career, and
lifelong upskills, Dr. Truss designs solutions that meet students where they are and
propel them toward where they dream to go. Under his leadership, GVSU has
expanded its Detroit footprint, launched groundbreaking PK-12 and community college
partnerships, advanced the HBCU/HSI Consortium, strengthened TRIO programs, and
introduced the Omni platform to serve location-bound and working learners.

Dr. Truss is also a national thought leader in public-private partnerships, shaping
innovative collaborations with major organizations—including Michigan Central,
workforce development agencies, school districts, and community-based nonprofits. His
work consistently centers equity, access, and opportunity for first-generation,
low-income, and historically marginalized students.

Prior to GVSU, Dr. Truss held senior leadership roles in enroliment management,
student affairs, student success, and institutional effectiveness across multiple public
universities. He has led major retention transformations, secured multimillion-dollar
donor investments, built nationally recognized Black male achievement programs, and
served on numerous civic and philanthropic boards.

Known for his clarity, compassion, and decisive leadership, Dr. Truss is committed to
cultivating environments where students—and the institutions that serve them—can
thrive. His mission is rooted in a simple belief: strong communities are built when
opportunity is accessible, pathways are intentional, and learning is truly lifelong.



