
Lawrence Hood is the Chief Executive Officer of Academy Management Company (AMC), a 
Detroit-based charter management organization committed to delivering cradle-to-career 
excellence for children and families. Under his leadership, AMC manages three public school 
academies (including Detroit Academy of Arts and Sciences) and is launching Detroit’s first 
Early Middle College High School, an innovative model that will allow every student to earn an 
associate degree alongside their high school diploma at no cost to families. 

With nearly two decades of experience in school leadership, organizational strategy, and 
systems-level improvement, Mr. Hood brings a rare combination of instructional expertise and 
executive management. Before joining AMC, he served as Vice President at the Achievement 
Network, one of the nation’s largest education nonprofits, where he supported more than 900 
schools across the country and strengthened national models for instructional leadership and 
school improvement. 

Mr. Hood began his career with Edison Schools as a teacher, national reading trainer, and 
administrator. He later served as a school principal in the Lincoln Consolidated School District 
and went on to found the Ypsilanti Boys Preparatory Academy, an all-male school designed to 
expand opportunity for young men from underserved communities. He was subsequently 
recruited by the YMCA to help launch a network of schools in Detroit, serving as a central office 
administrator before transitioning to national leadership at the Achievement Network. 

A proud son of Flint, Mr. Hood understands firsthand how educational inequities can shape a 
child’s trajectory. His career has been defined by a commitment to ensuring that every 
child,regardless of zip code, has access to a world-class education and the pathways needed to 
thrive. His leadership philosophy, grounded in the belief in serving children “by EVERY means 
necessary,” has inspired thousands of educators and leaders nationwide. 

Mr. Hood holds a bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education and a master’s degree in 
Educational Leadership from Eastern Michigan University. 

 
 


