Yosefu Abayomi is a lifelong advocate for education, equity, and empowerment. For over two
decades, he has dedicated his career to advancing youth development, college student success,
and civil and human rights throughout Michigan. His work has centered on creating access,
opportunity, and belonging for underrepresented communities through his leadership in
programs such as Educational Talent Search and Upward Bound, as well as his service at Wayne
State University, Oakland University, and the University of Michigan.

Guided by a deep commitment to diversity, inclusion, equity, and justice, Yosefu has worked to
dismantle systemic barriers and uplift the voices of young people striving to transform their
communities. His approach combines mentorship, advocacy, and innovation—empowering
students not only to achieve academic success but also to cultivate leadership rooted in cultural
pride and social responsibility.

A proud native Detroiter, Yosefu continues to pour back into the city that shaped him. He
resides in Detroit with his wife and creative partner, Kisma Jordan, and their two daughters.
Together, they lead The Abayomi Collective, LLC., a family-centered creative enterprise that
embodies their shared mission of storytelling, artistry, and empowerment. The Collective
features Kisma Jordan’s OperaSoul Experience, a clothing line, and other creative storytelling
platforms that celebrate the intersections of art, culture, and community transformation.

At his core, Yosefu Abayomi is a bridge-builder—connecting generations, institutions, and ideas
to help young people see their brilliance, own their stories, and rise with purpose.



