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Dear Summit Attendees,

On behalf of The Unity Collaborative, it is my pleasure to welcome you to the 2026 Legal Summit: 
The CASE for Leadership.

Leadership is often tested not when the answers are easy, but when the path forward is complex. In 
moments of change and uncertainty, the decisions we make, the voices we listen to, and the principles 
that guide us matter.

That is why we are here.

The CASE for Leadership brings together leaders and emerging leaders from across the legal 
profession, business, government, higher education, the judiciary, and our communities to engage 
in thoughtful conversations about the intersection of law, leadership, governance, and organizational 
effectiveness.

Throughout today’s Summit, I encourage you to listen with curiosity, ask meaningful questions, and 
remain open to perspectives that may differ from your own. Our goal is not for everyone in the room to 
think alike. It is to create space for thoughtful dialogue, deeper understanding, and practical ideas that 
strengthen how we lead.

At The Unity Collaborative (TUC), we believe leadership carries both opportunity and responsibility. 
The choices we make today influence the cultures we create, the institutions we strengthen, the 
people we serve, and ultimately, the legacy we leave behind.

Thank you to our speakers, moderators, partners, sponsors, volunteers, and each of you for choosing 
to be part of this important conversation. We are especially grateful to Wayne State University and 
the Damon J. Keith Center for Civil Rights for their partnership in bringing this Summit to life.
As you move through today’s program, I leave you with one question:
When leadership is required most, what will your decisions say about the leader you choose to be?

Welcome to The CASE for Leadership. We are so glad you are here.

Warmly,

Darlene King - Turner 
Chief Executive Officer
The Unity Collaborative 
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Keynote speaker

Justice Noah HoodJustice Noah Hood
Served from May 27, 2025 through present

Justice Noah P. Hood was appointed to the Michigan 
Supreme Court effective May 27, 2025, for a partial 
term ending on December 31, 2026. 

Previously, he was appointed to a partial term on the 
Michigan Court of Appeals in March 2022 and won 
election later that year. During his time on the COA, 
he served on the Rules Committee and Education 
Committee.

From 2019 to 2022, Justice Hood served on the Third 
Judicial Circuit Court of Michigan in the Criminal 
Division, presiding over felony cases in Wayne Coun-
ty. From 2021 to 2022, Judge Hood also presided over 
the Veterans Treatment Court, a problem-solving 
court docket that targets underlying issues affecting 
justice-involved military veterans.

Previously, Justice Hood worked as an Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA) in the Eastern District of Michigan, where 
he prosecuted fraud and opioid-related offenses involving medical professionals. Previously, as an AUSA in the Northern 
District of Ohio, he specialized in prosecuting fraud, money laundering, public corruption, and white-collar crime. In 
May 2018, he received the U.S. Treasury Department FinCEN Director’s “Law Enforcement Award” for effective use of 
Bank Secrecy Act data in safeguarding the nation’s financial system. In December 2018, he received a certificate of appre-
ciation from the U.S. Secret Service Director for his superior efforts and contributions to the Secret Service’s law enforce-
ment responsibilities. He has also been recognized by the U.S. Health and Human Services Office of Inspector General and 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

Prior to his federal service, Justice Hood worked as a litigation associate at Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone. During 
that time, Michigan Community Legal Resources recognized him for his pro bono work on nuisance abatement in 
Detroit.

Justice Hood is a proud graduate of Cass Technical High School in Detroit, Yale College, and Harvard Law School. He is a 
member of the Wolverine Bar Association, Association of Black Judges of Michigan, and the Detroit Bar Association, 
of which he became a fellow in 2023. He currently serves on the Plymouth United Church of Christ 
Board of Deacons. Justice Hood, a native Detroiter, continues to live in Detroit with his wife and son.
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Some days, it looks like a hard hat at a job site. Other days, it looks like help reaching a family right when it’s 
needed. And still others, it looks like bringing together communities for a 120‑mile canoe race. Across Michigan, 
energy projects support new businesses and local jobs — bringing added tax revenue that strengthens schools, 
roads and public services. At the same time, partnerships with community organizations and foundation 
backed programs connect neighbors to support close to home. 

Growth and care, showing up together — you can count on us to be where Michigan lives and works.

Investing in Michigan
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